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Abstracts 
 
Two important technical trends have emerged over the last decade. First, the Web continues to grow its size 
with a variety of new data and penetrates every aspect of our lives. Second, "software as services" has become 
not only a new form of software delivery, but also a way of releasing quality software. These two trends are 
having sweeping influence on the software ecosystem and IT industry by driving many online businesses that 
connect people to people and people to information. In this talk, we examine the potential impacts of "Web" 
and "software as services" on "research." We share our findings with the audience by suggesting six new 
directions for "Research 2.0": (1) The Web as a research platform; (2) leveraging community effects; (3) data 
centric computing; (4) the need of deployment driven research; (5) infrastructure is crucial; and, (6) seamless 
user experience across devices. To illustrate these important directions of Research 2.0, we will describe and 
demonstrate some recent progress made at Microsoft Research Asia in these areas. We will also show demos 
of Chinese Couplets (智能中文对联系统) and Video Messenger with special effects.  
 
A quick overview will also be given of Microsoft Research Asia, "the world's hottest computer lab" (MIT 
Technology Review, June 2004), including activities in basic research, technology transfer, product incubation, 
technology licensing, university relations and internship program. 
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